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THE FIRST AMERICAN FLAGS thing, in fact, excites curiosity. Over theOUR GREAT old-fashion- ed fireplace there is a line oftile pieces bearing pictures of old castles
and dwellings. These are supposed to be

Were Made by Betsey Ross, and Many the
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of Her Descendants Live Id Indiana. Mount Vernon. Originally the nearestneighbor of the Rosa home wasMARK DOWN SA H Tenn'a boose. Isovr that has beea
taken to roost in Fairmount Park,

A A She Was Gen. Washington's Nsedlewoman.and and an eflort is being made to bny the Hots
boose and move it, brick by brick, to the

Her Dainty Work Led to Her Selection as
Flag ilaker-T- he Story of Her Family.WILL BE CONTINUED

WEEK.A..j
How many people are there living to-da- y

who could tell when and where, how and
by whom, the 11 rat American flags were
made? Indianapolis will eoon present the
appearance of a budding bunting factory,
in which the predominating colors will be

The red of sunset's dje.
The whiteness of the moonlit clouds,
The blue of morning sky,

as Old Glory kisses the vagrant winds, and
the lingers of one baud wonld number those
who know the origin of the American Hag
and its early history. Yet right here, in
the city of Indianapolis, and scattered
aroond in half a dozen of Indiana's towns,
are the lineal descendants of the woman
who taught Washington how to make a
five-pointe- d atnr, and, with her own fair
fingers, sewed it Into the first flag made on
Washington's order. The Indianapolis rep.
resentative of the historic colonial dame is
Mrs. Maria Conwell Thayer, of 876 North
Illinois street.

The Tery first "stars and stripes'7 ever
made were of English bunting, sewed with
English thread, both of which cost a lot of
money at that time, and the stars, twelve
in number, wore six-pointe- d, like the Brit-ta- b

star. The Hag was made by the ladies of
Philadelphia jnst a week after Consress
had decided on the design which was also
English and adapted from the coat of arms
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FATHER CONWEIX'S HOMESTEAD.

i mi0
Tie Greatest Sale

Ever Held in Indianapolis.

The tremendous crowds
which packed our store yes-
terday fully demonstrates the
fact that the public believe in

They know the reductions
are real and the goods just as
represented. We have a big
stock and fine assortment for
your inspection, and we are
going to sell them, no matter
how much the loss may be to
us. The sole intent and pur-
pose of this sale is to turn
goods into cash.

Special Notice.
No goods will be charged or

sent on approval, but money
will be cheerfully refunded on
unsatisfactory purchases.
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same place, where, as Betsy Rosa's fama
goeson bounding down the arennes of the
ages, gathering substance along witn
Lincoln's stories and Washington's body
servants, the new generations can take
object lt'830D5 in worshipingat the veritable
shrine of a woman so patriotie that her
fair fingers refnsed to sew j3ritisb-shaDe- d

stars on a colonial banner.
Betsy had three daughters. Whether or

no the? were mementoes of each of her trio
of husbands, history issilent Oneof them
at least was the daughter of John Clay pole,
for she left the data in the work of her own
skillful fingers. This evidence is embroid-
ered on a sampler, with a daintiness and
precision that is simply marvelous for one
of her tender years at the time of working

it. Among other things this sampler re-

cites this much of the pedigree of its owner:
Kebekah Clarpole is my name,
Fnglandis my nation,
Philadelphia my dwelling place
And Christ is my salvation.

This sampler was on exhibition at the
Centennial at Philadelphia, and is now la
the possession of Miss Annie R. ConwelL
of Anderson, Ind.. a lineal descendant of
the nine-year-o- ld oet sampler embroiderer

COXWKLL'S VAlUEGATfcD CAltEER.
Rebecca Ciaypole married Abraham Con

well, and from these Con wells the Indiana
branch of the family is descended. Tho
name Conwell is common in the nomencla-
ture of both English and Welsh towns, and
is a corruption of Cromwell. Three brot-
hersA. B. Conwell. who was a resident of
Connersville, Irid.; William, whose homo
was in Cambridge City, Ind.; Isaac, whoso
home was in Liberty, and James ConwelL
of Laurel. Ind.. who was the father of Mrs.
Thayer, of this city were the grandsons of
Rebekah Ciaypole.

The life of James Conwell presents aa
many sides as a prism. He was born Nov.
22, 1780, at Sutkill. Del. His people were
slaveholders, and so was he. Although of
wealthy parentage, be served an appren
ticeship at the ship carpenter's trade, and
on arriving at maturity he embarked in,
mercantile life at Seaford, Del. During tho
war of 1812 hn was in the habit of shipping
country produce in his own schooners
to Baltimore and Philadelphia, running;
the blockade. On oneof his trips home,
after disponing of his cargo, as be was cau-
tiously sailing along the coast, be was cap-
tured by a British man-of-wa- r. His vessel
and its contents were confiscated. He and
his men, eighteen in number, were confined
in the bold of the vessel. Knowiug that
they were to be banished to
Algiers, be determined to escape. On a
dark night he and bis men secured
a rowboat and were well across Delaware
bay before they were discovered. Rockets
were exploded and the enemy nsed every
available means, but could not overtake
the flying boat. Mr. Conwell's life to that
time bad not been exemplary in a Christian
view, but be took a great big oath, while
down in that dark prison hole, that if ever
be got to bis home he would free bis slaves
and - become a Christian, and. nnlike the, '

"devil when sick," Mr. Conwell kept bis
vow, and soon entered npon bis ministerial
career, preaching on Sundays wherever bo
thought be could do good; but in all the
long years that he so faithfully served --his
new Master he never acoepted a dollar for
bis work in the ministry the shining ex-
ception in the world, perhaps.

Although born and reared in a slave
State. Mr. Conwell hated slavery as "the
sum of all villainies." and so freed his
slaves whioh wore his by inheritance, and
moved West. He set some of his more in- -

Ji8?&

Maria Conwell Thayen

telligent black people up in business, but
half adozen or more begged to follow him
to his new home, and he let them oouie.
Among them was "Old Aunty NelL" who
finally died at Laurel. Inc. at the ad-
vanced age of 115. His first home was on
the spot where thecourthousoin Cincinnati
now stands. In 1823 he came to Pranklm
county, this State, aud laid out the town
of Laurel in the Whitewater valley. He
established stores in various sections of the
adjacent country, and as his prosperity in-
creased he extended his business and pur-
chased large tracts of laud. One
of his purchases was the old Garrison farm,
near Laurel. On this farm was an old dis-
tillery, which he fitted up for a church and
scboolbouse at his own expense, the first
of either institutions between Brookville
aud Connersville. He afterwards built a
brick church on the spot, whioh was called
"Old Bochim." The "revivals'' held there
are mile posts in the Methodism of tho
State.

He wan a strong temperance man and
would not sell a grain of corn to a distil-
lery or to a customer who would dispose of
it that way. When be laid out the town
of Laurel be set apart various traots ta

broods

few
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There's tlie Silver Question,
There's the Tariff Question,
The White Caps,
Roby athletic Club,
Annexation of Hawaii,

And many other things, including the garbage ques-
tion, to plague arid pester. There is but one bright
spot in the sky of gloom. Wo will continue for a few
days longer our offer of Suits at TWENTY DOL-
LARS made to order, mind you and at a saving to
you of from $10 to $15 on the Suit.

KABQST TAILOKHSTG- - CO.,
and 24 East Washington Street.

C7"No connection with nny other house.

CLEARANCE SALE
OF SHOP-WOR- N

There will be many visitors, and you will

need to make your home surroundings agreeable
to your guests.

We will help you. To reduce our overstock

we offer exceptional inducements for a short

of the Washington family. This flag was
made for 1'aul Jones, an Knglishman who
had come to this country and been put in
command of a ship. He flung the flag to
the breeze from the Hanger, which he com-
manded, and it was alloat on the Bon
Homme Riohard when sunk by the Seranis.
it was rescued, and an not of Congress
turned the historic strips of bunting oyer
to the family of trie man who saved it. The
Hag waa thing to the breeze from the tallest'
Magfltail'in the world'on tbe highlands of
the Navesink. in New Jersey, on April 24,
18.-3- , then lowered to make room for a
grand new banner with forty-fou- r sulendid
stars. That is the brief history of tho first
starspangled banner which represents

The union of lakes, the union of lands.
The union or (states none can seven

The union of hearts, the union of hands,
And while the Republic stands

The flag of our Umou forevor.
Following close on the selection of an

emblem whioh was to become a national
standard came the selection of a flag
maker, and very naturally the honor fell
upon a woman. That woman was Betsey
Ross, of Philadelphia. It is a little odd
that she should come down through history
by that name, for she changed it twice.

House of the First Flag.

Her maiden name was Griscom. She mar
ried first a nephew of Col. George Koss.
one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence. When be died she married
a man named Ashburn, wbodied a prisoner
of war in the Mill prison, England. A third
venture united her with John Claypole. a
lineal descendant of Oliver Cromwell. Yet
it is as Betsey Ross that she will be known
in history.

BETSEY WAS CHOSEN.
In those days women wore noted for

the fineness of their needlework; that
done by Betsey Ross was exquisitely fine,
and it brought her mnch renown, ttbe did
all of Washington's fine needlework, made
the dainty rallies for his shirt fronts, to
which he was devoted, and embroidered
them with stitches as fine as iret work.
Betsey Koss immediately suggested herself
to Washington's mind as the one to make
the flags, and, at his request, a committee
appointed by Consress called upon Mrs.
Ross to confer with her. Those ot the com-
mittee were Col. George Ross. Robert Mor-
ris and Benjamin Frankliu. Tbev were ac-
companied by General Washington. Wash-
ington eat in the little back parlor, and
drew the design of the flag. He made a
sixpointed star. To this Mrs. Betsey ob-
jected deoidedly. terming it a "limiBh"
star; then she folded a piece of paper, and
with one snip of her dressmakers' scissors,
showed the greatest general of his day,
bow to make a real star, one with live
point. He acoepted the amendment with
laughing approval, and she was appointed
national flag maker on the soot, and the
first flag made by ber floated over
Washington when Burgoyce surrendered
after the battle of Saratoga, Oct. 17,17:7.
Kb also made the flags for the fleet in the
Delaware, for which she was paid 876 by
Congress. The little bouse where Betsey
Ross lived is still standing in Arch street
in Philadelphia. It is a small two-storie- d

and attio tenement, said to have been
built by William Penu in 1CS2. It is of
brick the second of its kind built in the
Quaker City. It was built in colonial
style, and the walls are very thick. The
queer square window panes, the crooked,
narrow stairways, the arrangement of the
store rooms, cupboards and doors, cverr- -
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Frank's Furniture Fair
varied stock of Toys, Fancy Goods, Fine China, Silverware
and Novelties of all kinds. Wholesale and Retail Successor to retail trade of Spiegel, Thorns & Co.
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